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Jeremy Corbyn has made his first major speech as Labour leader. What did it reveal

about him?

The leader of the opposition's address to the TUC conference in Brighton represented a major

platform for the left-wing MP.

He spoke of his "vision of a better society", adding that a "more equal" Britain was "not a dream".

Corbyn also accused David Cameron of being a "poverty denier" and said austerity was a

political choice.

What do experts have to say about the speech?
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Rhetoric and language

Corbyn's speech stressed transformation. "Let's do things differently and do them together," he

told delegates. Labour would win in 2020 with a "vision of a better society".

The speech itself was a departure from those typically made by party leaders, says barrister

and public speaking expert Graham Davis. Corbyn's choice of words was unusually low-key.

"It's almost as though he decided not to use so many of the rhetorical devices that work so well,"

Davies adds.

This is very much in keeping with Corbyn's unflashy style which has endeared him to Labour

supporters in the leadership ballot. Indeed, during the TUC speech Corbyn's focus appeared to

be on the delegates in the hall rather than the journalists or TV cameras following him.

Extracts of the speech circulated by Labour before it was delivered showed Mr Corbyn had

intended to use a phrase deployed by Baroness Thatcher during the miners strike in 1984.

"For the Tories, you are still the enemy within. They think they will put me and Labour on the

back foot by highlighting our support for trade unionism," he was expected to say. Except he

didn't.

One phrase he did use that has already been much discussed is "poverty deniers" a badge for

Conservatives who have dismissed him as a "deficit denier". "Poverty deniers" is a term that has

been used by a handful of writers in the US but will now no doubt crop up more often.

Some parts of what Corbyn said were distinctively "traditional Labour", such as referring to the

role of unions in guaranteeing "the right of a working class to have a voice in society as a

whole".

But Corbyn also talked about core values of "solidarity, compassion, social justice, fighting for

the underprivileged".

With the possible exception of solidarity these are terms used by politicians across the
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spectrum. Indeed David Cameron in his 2014 leader's speech to conference, said: "The real

party of compassion and social justice today is here in this hall - the Conservative Party."

Tony Blair's 2004 leader's speech to party conference referred to "fairness, justice, solidarity,

opportunity for all".

Body language and delivery

Corbyn may have been on the political fringes for most of his life. But after 30 years in national

politics, Corbyn is an accomplished public speaker, says Harry Witchel, a public speaking

expert.

"He's very comfortable up there," he says. "He's learned his craft, but he doesn't come across

as studied or fake."

Unlike other politicians, he doesn't hide behind the podium or use it as a form of protection.

Instead he grips it firmly "as a way of getting more oomph".

He tends to start each point off calmly, often with a question. This builds until "he's giving a

fulsome emotional response", often using head nods to emphasise his conclusion.

Witchel says Corbyn regularly uses a technique known as "hand batoning" - that is, using his

hands to hit the beat as he makes a point. It's a gesture he shares with one of his predecessors:

"Tony Blair was the last great hand batoner in Labour."

But there are clear indications that Corbyn has spent much of his political career addressing

noisy halls and outdoor rallies rather than formal conference halls, says Witchel.

His eyes look at the audience, not at the cameras. "He's not used to people just ceding the floor

for him. He's used to having to fight to get people's attention," Witchel adds.

This means his voice is raised and he "does speak at a canter" - a number of people have

commented on the speed of his delivery. Witchel says that to some this will be seen as a sign of
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how passionate and quick-thinking he is - to others it may come over as strident.

Political message

The address saw Corbyn, a former trade union official, very much on home turf.

"It couldn't have been a better forum for Jeremy Corbyn to make his first major speech," says

Jon Tonge, professor of politics at Liverpool University. Many of those in the crowd will have

given him their backing.

As such he spent much of his speech condemning the government's trade union bill, which

would impose a 50% threshold for participation in strike ballots and a 40% threshold for

stoppages involving essential public services.

The contrast could not have been greater with Corbyn's predecessors. "With Blairites the link

with the trade unions was a financial necessity," says Tonge. Corbyn, by contrast, saw it as a

matter of pride. He warmly spoke of his own days as a union official.

But there were omissions, too. In the 15-minute speech he did not address the issue of Europe,

amid concerns by senior Labour MPs that he has not ruled out campaigning for exit in the

forthcoming referendum.

And nor did it have much to say to those who did not already consider themselves part of the

Labour movement, believes Tonge: "There was no indication of how he was going to win back

the 11.3m people who voted Conservative."

Style and fashion

Corbyn doesn't dress like a typical politician.
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Many people might be annoyed at any politician's dress sense being the subject of discussion -

rather than their policies - but it is unarguable that it has always been a talking point from

Michael Foot's coat at a Remembrance service to Margaret Thatcher's handbags.

The second most popular comment on a Daily Mail story about Corbyn's appearance at a Battle

of Britain memorial service read: "Couldn't even summon enough respect to do up his top

button." The comment had been upvoted by more than 3,500 readers.

Other Labour leaders have been very deliberate in their dress. Tony Blair was noted for

favouring Savile Row suits, although he was sure to appear casual at the right moment. His

taste for open-necked blue shirts was often commented on - it was what he was wearing as he

emerged from Downing St to talk to the press after the birth of his son Leo. David Cameron has

been referred to as the "blue polo shirt PM" for the consistency of his holiday wardrobe.

Whereas Cameron is typically "quite groomed" and Blair was invariably "groomed to within an

inch of his life", Corbyn is clearly "not groomed in any way, shape or form", says life and style

consultant Ceril Campbell, author of Discover The New You.

For those who regard Corbyn as a man of the people who sticks up for the less fortunate, it's a

look that will go down well, she adds. It signals a man whose mind is on higher matters.

Traditionally, leaders eschewed beards because it was felt that they looked as if they were

hiding something, Campbell says. Corbyn clearly has no such worries: "It's not even a tidy,

clipped beard."

At the TUC he appeared to have a pen in his shirt pocket and a mobile phone attached to his

belt, Campbell says - not the kind of accessories a prime-minister-in-waiting typically sports.

"Either he's lost lots of weight or he's got on a suit that's too big for him," she says. Corbyn had

discarded a tie he wore earlier to the Battle of Britain memorial service.

Like Kenneth Clarke, known for his cigars and Hush Puppies, or Nigel Farage with his hats and

distinctive overcoats, unconventional clothes can quickly become part of a politician's brand,
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says Campbell. Much has already been made of Corbyn's fondness for vests.

Nonetheless, she doesn't believe there's anything cynical about Corbyn couture.

"I don't think he did it in a considered way," Campbell says. "I think he did it because that's how

he dresses."

More from the Magazine

When politicians make their pitches for the public's votes. What are the techniques they use to

try and snare people's attention?

Why do politicians speak the way they do? (February 2015)

Subscribe to the BBC News Magazine's email newsletter to get articles sent to your inbox.

Share this story About sharing

Should we all be looking for marginal gains?
15 September 2015

Flying Korea's farmed dogs to safety

Getty Images

In today's Magazine

mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20BBC%20News&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmagazine-34262126
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmagazine-34262126&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmagazine-34262126%3FSThisFB
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=BBC%20News%20-%20Jeremy%20Corbyn%27s%20speech%2C%20deconstructed&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmagazine-34262126
whatsapp://send?text=BBC%20News%20%7C%20Jeremy%20Corbyn%27s%20speech%2C%20deconstructed%20-%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmagazine-34262126%3Focid%3Dwsnews.chat-apps.in-app-msg.whatsapp.trial.link1_.auin
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmagazine-34262126&title=Jeremy%20Corbyn%27s%20speech%2C%20deconstructed&summary=The%20new%20Labour%20leader%20made%20his%20first%20major%20speech%20to%20the%20TUC.&source=BBC
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/Jeremy_Corbyn/11832674/Jeremy-Corbyn-ditches-trademark-vest-in-makeover-as-he-prepares-for-power.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-31461614
http://bbc.in/1iP3Jrd
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/sharing.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34247629
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34247807
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10209418


16/09/2015 Jeremy Corbyn's speech, deconstructed - BBC News

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34262126 7/14

Flying Korea's farmed dogs to safety
14 September 2015

From the Monitor

Where did the word 'crisis' come from?
15 September 2015

News from Elsewhere

Iran footballer decries travel laws
15 September 2015

Magazine

Should we all be looking for marginal gains?

15 September 2015  Magazine

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34247807
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/blogs-magazine-monitor-34154767
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-34258286
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34247629
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine


16/09/2015 Jeremy Corbyn's speech, deconstructed - BBC News

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34262126 8/14

Top Stories

Corbyn set for first Cameron clash
New Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn is preparing to face David Cameron in the Commons for the
first time at Prime Minister's Questions.

17 minutes ago

Flying Korea's farmed dogs to safety

14 September 2015  Magazine

Where did the word 'crisis' come from?

15 September 2015

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-34264683
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34247807
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/blogs-magazine-monitor-34154767


16/09/2015 Jeremy Corbyn's speech, deconstructed - BBC News

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34262126 9/14

Migrants in Croatia in new route north
37 minutes ago

Alton Towers victim's amputation relief
9 hours ago

Features

Personal journey

Meet the enthusiasts who spend their time collecting locations

On the brink

What are the UK's top 10 at-risk buildings?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-34264942
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-lancashire-34257202
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-34196204
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-34262313


16/09/2015 Jeremy Corbyn's speech, deconstructed - BBC News

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34262126 10/14

Substance v style

Jeremy Corbyn’s first major speech deconstructed

Jungle supplies

Making money in Calais migrant camp

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34262126
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-34084987


16/09/2015 Jeremy Corbyn's speech, deconstructed - BBC News

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34262126 11/14

'Second chance'

Peshawar massacre schoolboy making 'miraculous' recovery

Risky border

The country where migrants leaving may be shot on sight

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-34256639
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34259520


16/09/2015 Jeremy Corbyn's speech, deconstructed - BBC News

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34262126 12/14

Shot in Jo'burg

South Africa's homeless being trained as photographers

Happy refugees?

Viral images of moments of migrant joy

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-34261700
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/blogs-trending-34257055


16/09/2015 Jeremy Corbyn's speech, deconstructed - BBC News

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34262126 13/14

Man Booker six

A brief guide to the authors and books on this year's shortlist

Most Popular
Read
Watched
1 Corbyn: First PMQs & anthem reaction
2 UK diesel pumps 'could run dry'
3 Body found one hour after 999 call
4 Alton Towers victim's amputation relief
5 US boy held as clock mistaken for bomb
6 Corbyn set for first Cameron clash
7 Pier and boat store on at-risk list
8 Call for mass de-worming exercise
9 How to find fast food menu secrets Last updated 3 September 2014
10 UK jobless total rises 10,000
1 Alton Towers victim learns to walk again
2 Labour MP: 'Corbyn should have sung'
3 'Panicked' border sprint as razor-wire goes up
4 PC uses Vine for crime fighting
5 The BBC News Channel
6 Serbia 'talking to Hungary through fence'
7 Rollercoaster crash victim loses leg
8 Smiler victim 'feared she would die'
9 BBC News
10 How El Nino affects global weather

BBC News Services

On your mobile

On your connected TV

Get news alerts

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-34244110
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/uk-politics-34263142
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-34262990
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-34259184
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-lancashire-34257202
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-34266389
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-34264683
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-34262313
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-34256638
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-28990400
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-34267120
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-34257207
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-34266885
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-34262425
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-34262632
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10318089
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-34262424
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-33044352
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-33156565
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-34262461
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-34236010
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628994
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-17655000
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323


16/09/2015 Jeremy Corbyn's speech, deconstructed - BBC News

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34262126 14/14

News Sport
Weather iPlayer
TV Radio
CBBC CBeebies
Arts Make It Digital
Food iWonder
Bitesize Music
Earth Local
Travel

Terms of Use About the BBC

Privacy Policy Cookies

Accessibility Help Parental Guidance

Contact the BBC

Copyright © 2015 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our
approach to external linking.

Contact BBC News

Explore the BBC

NEWS

Test: Could a robot take

your job?

NEWS

1 MIN

Meet Erica: The robot just

like a person

5 LIVE

Pr evious Next

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/makeitdigital
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iwonder
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/
http://www.bbc.com/earth/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/local/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/travel/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/cookies/about
http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guidance/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/contact/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/links/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/20039682
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-34066941?intc_type=singletheme&intc_location=generic&intc_campaign=news_intelligentmachines&intc_linkname=interactive_contentcard1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p032gzgv?intc_type=singletheme&intc_location=generic&intc_campaign=news_intelligentmachines&intc_linkname=vidclip_contentcard4

